recognize para-aortic lymph-gland enlargement! On occasions, the authors lose sight of their reader; e.g. neither the diagnostic radiologist not the clinical oncologist require the definitions of jaundice or azotaemia offered in Chapter 2, but, apart from a few such minor points, they successfully fulfil their dual aim to give the ultrasonologist a clearer understanding of oncology and indicate to the clinical oncologist the role of diagnostic ultrasound in the management of his patients.
In summary, an excellent text which certainly merits a place in both the departments of diagnostic radiology and clinical oncology.
R. ISHERWOOD
Natural and Induced Cell-Mediated Cytotoxicity: Effector and Regulator Mechanisms. Ed: G. RIETHMULLER, P. WERNET and G. CUDKOWICZ (1979) New York: Academic Press. 242 pp. £9-00.
This book contains the Proceedings of the Erwin Riesch Symposium held in Tubingen, Germany in October 1977. The major topic of the symposium was mechanisms of cellular cytotoxicity, with the main emphasis being on the properties of natural killer (NK) cells and cytotoxic T cells. The contributions are mostly in the form of short research papers, with 27 chapters in a book of only 242 pages. The papers are in 6 main sections plus a final summary chapter.
The first section includes papers on mouse NK cells, with chapters on the characteristics of NK cells (Kiessling) the in vivo generation of NK activity (Haller) and the cytotoxic activity of cells isolated from solid tumours (Haskill and Becker). The next 2 sections deal with aspects of human NK cells, and include 3 chapters by Perlmann and colleagues and one by Takasugi and Akira on the involvement of antibody in some NK systems. Bonnard et al., however, found little evidence for the involvement of antibody in their system. Other papers deal with the effects of interferon and BCG on NK-cell activity.
The 4th and 5th sections are concerned with the properties of cytotoxic T cells in animal and human systems, and most of the contributions are concerned with the major histocompatibility complex restriction seen when using virus-infected, chemically modified or allogeneic target cells.
The final section contains 5 papers dealing with various aspects of macrophage activity, including regulation of haemopoiesis, accessory cell function and cytotoxicity.
It is more than 3 years since the meeting that this book records (October 1977) . Many of the contributions contain results which were new findings at the time but are now well documented. The book still provides useful reading for those interested in cellular cytotoxicity, particularly NK and T-cell activity, because the results presented are of a high standard, with contributions by many experts in the field. This is a multi-author book, principally from the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, that deals with complications of cancer patients. Inevitably the standard of the different sections is variable. The first 4 chapters are concerned with general patient care, and whilst there are several facts to be learned from this, I thought on the whole it was rather too long, and exaggerated by the addition of reference to individual patients.
The remainder of the book deals with more specific problems, and covers all aspects of common malignant diseases. The CNS aspect is perhaps over emphasised, but this does not detract from the good section on spinal metastasis. The acute and late complications with chemotherapy are comprehensively covered.
The book appears to be aimed principally at medical oncologists, and it is sad to see that the radiotherapeutic approach is not given more emphasis. I think that the book will have some appeal for those in training either in this specialty or in allied fields. The recommended purchase price does not make it very attractive but it should find a place in the relevant medical libraries.
P This is essentially a picture book, in which clinical photographs, mammograms, X-rays, specimens, cytological and histological preparations are matched and correlated. Overall the illustrations are of extremely high quality, although some of the photomicrographs are perhaps rather dark and the magnifications too low to allow full assessment.
The text, translated from the German original, is in brief sections. It is here, for British and North American readers, that the book's chief weakness is to be found, for the pathological terminology used is often not that currently in vogue in those countries; e.g. epitheliosis is used to mean in situ carcinoma on p. 83, and the description of the histology of medullary carcinoma on p. 99 is unconventional.
Whilst the book is likely to have appeal to clinicians, radiologists and pathologists, it is difficult to see for whom it is likely to have real value. I suspect that all 3 groups will be fascinated and instructed by the pictorial case records, but as the denouement of such cases is inevitably the tissue diagnosis, the practical educational value is likely to be greatest for clinicians and radiologists. In this context the textual limitations are important, for the pathological language of the book may well be at variance with that which the clinician is used to seeing in the pathological reports on his own patients.
In short, this is a beautifully produced atlas but perhaps more suited to the mammophile's coffee This book is devoted to the difficulties that the histopathologist can meet in diagnosing
